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By Nicholas yon Hoffman 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

FORT JACKSON, S.C, May 
26 — The infinitely surprising 
court-martial of Capt. Howard 
B. Levy galloped off in a new 
direction today when an Army 
doctor testified that he was 
intimidated and preferred to 
remain silent. 

Capt. ' Ernest P. Porter, an 
ophthalmologist, said that be- 
cause of fear of self-inserirBv 
nation and intimidation by 
the Army he would rather not 
discuss the training of Special 
Forces (Green Beret) medical 
aid men here. 

Capt. Levy is being court- 
martialed on charges of mak- 
ing disloyal statements and 
refusing orders to give the aid 
men medical training. Levy 
has defended his refusal on 
the ground that the Viet- 
namese war is illegal and im- 
moral and that the training 
program is medically unethi- 
cal and unprofessional. 

Incident Is Cited 

Porter said he had been in- 
timated after a general whom 
he did not name had brought 
a patient with an open eye 
wound to his clinic. 

“The patient had a serious 
eye injury. I asked the gen- 
eral if he’d leave the room 
because with four people 
standing around the wound 
could become contaminated,” 
said Porter, a 33 -year -old 
graduate of the Albert Ein- 
stein Medical School in New 
York City. 

‘The general became irate., 


Within ten minutes I was 
called up by the hospital com- 
manding officer and repri- 
manded. 1 felt I was exercis- 
medical judgment,” the 
>r declared, using the in- 
mt as an illustration of 
trouble he could get into 
^■eely speaking his mind, 
•id it occur to you the 
would help us all?” Col. 
V. Brown, the trial offi- 
ffiudge) inquired of Porter. 
“It might, but I might wind 
the goat,” the doctor shot 
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interested in this intim- 
]on issue because it 
:ps at the heart of the ju- 
system,” Brown observ- 
(efore telling Porter that 
should phone him if there 
any other incidents, 
[physician replied, “I felt 
answered truthfully I 
not end up in a good 


doctor, who appeared 
constrained and pro 
Uy angered at the Army’s 


treatment of members of his 
profession, spoke of rumors 
on the post that another physi 
cian, Capt. Ivan Mauer, was 
going to be sent to Vietnam 
because he had testified ear- 
lier that he, like Levy, would 
refuse an order to train Green 
Beret medics. 

“When you return to your 
clinic, will you continue to 
train Special Forces aid 
men?” Capt. Richard Shuster- 
man, the Army prosecutor, 
wanted to know. 

“I think that would inerim 
inate me,” Porter replied 
wouldn’t answer.” 

Shusterman insisted, bring- 
ing Charles Morgan Jr:, chief 
counsel for the defense, to his 
feet protesting: “If he answers 
Capt. Shusterman’s question 
wrong, he may be court-mar 
tialed just like Dr. Levy.” 
Nevertheless Col. Brown did 
not offer Porter immunity 
[from prosecution but instruct 
ed him to answer the ques 
tion, which Porter did with a 
sullen, “I will.” Afterward 
Brown remarked, “They see 
‘those gangsters on TV taking 
the Fifth Amendment over 
and over again, so they do it 
here in trials where there is 
no need.” 


Opinions Are Noted 


largely fictional and that the 
(charges against Levy for re- 
fusing to teach in it were con- 
cocted because of the 30-year- 
old Brooklyn doctor’s hetero- 
dox political opinions. 

Previously another Army 
physician had testified to his 
misgivings about letting the 
Green Berets loose in Viet- 
nam to practice medicine with- 
out a doctor’s supervision, as 
they are said to do, because 
they “know less than a practi- 
cal nurse.” 

Another witness today was 
Capt. Joseph H. Feinstein, a 
rabbi stationed here. 

There are other individuals 
at Ft. Jackson who are very 
much in disagreement at least 
to some extent with our posi- 
tion in Vietnam,” the rabbi 
declared. “They are afraid to 
speak up because of fear of 
retribution.” 

How extensive the discon- 
tent about the Army and the 
war may be here is unknown 
and perhaps unknowable. The 
situation is without reeent 
precedents, drafting men for 
a war that at least one-fifth 
of the population is Opposed 
to. To complicate matters 
more, the antiwar faction is 
concentrated among the most 
highly educated, the best 
trained — the very people, like 
the Howard Levys, whose serv- 


Porter also testified that for 
all practical purposes the 
Special Forces medical train- 
ing program that Levy had 
been ordered to participate in 
doesn’t exist. He said it was 
only after the court-martial 
had started that he had been 
able to obtain information 
about what Green Beret 
medics were to be taught and 
that “as of yesterday I found 
out what Special Forces aid 
men were supposed to do.” 
Morgan has been contend- 
ing, among many other things, 
that the training program is 


ices the Army must have. 

This astonishing trial con- 
tinues Monday. 



